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“This budget includes more funding for local governments to fix roads and bridges 
and potholes than ever before.” (Budget in Brief) 

 
(State Budget Office) 

 
(Budget in Brief) 
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“It also includes the largest amount ever for the rehabilitation of state highways.“ 
● The Governor’s Budget includes $1.705 billion for State Highway Rehabilitation —

the highest amount of SHR ever. (Budget in Brief) 

 
 

“This budget gets all of the major projects outside of southeastern Wisconsin back on 
track.”   

● The Governor’s Budget is able to alleviate delays of major projects by allocating an 
additional $107.8 million above the Department’s request to majors.  Under the 
Governor’s Budget, total funding for major highway development projects is $669.9 
million over the biennium. (Budget in Brief) 
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“It adds funding for the work on Interstate 94 from the state line north through 

Kenosha and Racine counties.”  

● The Governor’s Budget allocates $31 million for I-94N/S. (Budget in Brief) 
 

“And it frees up resources to address the long-term transportation needs of the state, 

putting in place new reforms that help reduce the cost of building our 

infrastructure.” 

● The Governor’s Budget accomplishes this by transferring, on a permanent basis, 

excess revenues from the petroleum inspection fund to the transportation fund. 
(Budget in Brief) 

● This coupled with surplus balances will free up an estimated $431 million in 
revenue for the Transportation fund between fiscal year 2019-20 to fiscal year 
2026-27. (Budget in Brief) 

● The Governor’s Budget repeals the prevailing wage requirements for state 

construction projects including those let by the Department of Transportation and 

prohibit any unit of government in Wisconsin from either requiring or prohibiting 

the use of a project labor agreement by a contractor as a condition of bidding on a 

public works project.  These reforms are expected to increase efficiencies and 

reduce costs on state construction projects.  (Budget in Brief) 

● Under the Governor’s Budget, the department is permitted to use construction 
manager/general contractor bidding on three pilot projects.  This bidding model has 
already provided cost and time savings in other states that utilize this method. 
(Department of Transportation, Agency Budget Request 2017-2019 Biennium, p. 183, 9/15/16) 

 

 

http://doa.wi.gov/Documents/DEBF/Budget/Biennial%20Budget/2017-19%20Agency%20Requests/395-DOT%20combined%20rev%2011172016.pdf
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“Accountable government also means investing resources where they are needed.  

That's why we are expanding broadband internet services to every part of the state.”   

● The budget will continue and expand broadband funding and access through 
transfers in cash balances and statutory changes to the Public Service Commission, 
the Department of Administration Technology for Educational Achievement 
(TEACH) Program, the Department of Natural Resources, and the Department of 
Transportation, for an estimated total of $40.5 million for broadband programs over 
the biennium. This represents an increase of $34.5 million for broadband programs 
over the biennium. 

○ The budget provides $6 million of new funding from the Universal Service 
Fund cash balance and $5 million from the E-rate cash balance to the 
Broadband Expansion Grant program in fiscal year 2017-18, and lifts the $1.5 
million annual cap, allowing for total spending of $14 million in fiscal year 
2017-18.  

○ Additionally, the budget redirects unused funds from other Universal Service 
Fund appropriations to the Broadband Expansion Grant program and allows 
the grants and broadband office administration to be funded from 
underspending, for an estimated $1 million in fiscal year 2018-19.  

○ The commission will be authorized to reserve an amount of grant funds and 
allow an expedited grant application process for providers receiving federal 
funding from the Connect America Fund and Alternative Connect America 
Cost Model. 

○ This budget also prohibits the Department of Natural Resources and the 
Department of Transportation from charging for appraisals, or fees for the 
initial issuance of any permit necessary for broadband construction in 
underserved areas. (Budget in Brief)  

 

Total Estimated Broadband Spending 

Program FY18 FY19 Biennium 

TEACH Infrastructure grants and Teacher 

Training grants for school districts 

$16,500,000 $9,000,000 $25,500,000 

PSC grants (for telecommunications utilities, 

political subdivisions, or for profit or not for 

profit organizations) 

$14,000,000 $1,000,000 $15,000,000 

ESTIMATED TOTAL $30,500,000 $10,000,000 $40,500,000 
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